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CLASSIFICATION OF COMPUTERS:

Computers are available in different shapes, sizes and weights, due to these different shapes and sizes
they perform different sorts of jobs from one another.

1
2.
3.
4

Mainframe Computers
Minicomputers
Microcomputers
Supercomputers

Mainframe computers are very large, often filling an entire room. They can store
enormous of information, can perform many tasks at the same time, can communicate
with many users at the same time, and are very expensive. . The price of a mainframe
computer frequently runs into the millions of dollars. Mainframe computers usually
have many terminals connected to them. These terminals look like small computers but
they are only devices used to send and receive information from the actual computer
using wires. Terminals can be located in the same room with the mainframe computer,
but they can also be in different rooms, buildings, or cities. Large businesses,
government agencies, and universities usually use this type of computer.
Minicomputers are much smaller than mainframe computers and they are also much
less expensive. The cost of these computers can vary from a few thousand dollars to
several hundred thousand dollars. They possess most of the features found on
mainframe computers, but on a more limited scale. They can still have many terminals,
but not as many as the mainframes. They can store a tremendous amount of
information, but again usually not as much as the mainframe. Medium and small
businesses typically use these computers.

Microcomputers are the types of computers we are using in your classes at Floyd
College. These computers are usually divided into desktop models and laptop models.
They are terribly limited in what they can do when compared to the larger models
discussed above because they can only be used by one person at a time, they are much
slower than the larger computers, and they cannot store nearly as much information,
but they are excellent when used in small businesses, homes, and school classrooms.
These computers are inexpensive and easy to use. They have become an indispensable
part of modern life.

Super computers are the biggest in size, the most expensive in price than any other is
classified and known as super computer. It can process trillions of instructions in
seconds. This computer is not used as a PC in a home neither by a student in a college.
Governments specially use this type of computer for their different calculations and
heavy jobs. Different industries also use this huge computer for designing their
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products. In most of the Hollywood's movies it is used for animation purposes. This kind
of computer is also helpful for forecasting weather reports worldwide.
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